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Once upon a time in a far away distant village in Artois, ruled by the noble King Jean Marie there lived a poor
fisherman, Shaun. He had two sons, Shane and Sheen. Their mother had died during childbirth. Shaun’s wife
was a very loving and caring person, without whom he was finding it very tough to move ahead in life. Shane
and Sheen were twins who were barely able to speak and move around. Shaun, despite working the whole day
was not able to earn much.
The beautiful river “Sonne” flowed across the vast kingdom. Throughout the year the river would be brimming
with cool water from the mountains, full of fish. No one in the kingdom was without food. There was plenty of
fish in the river. People believed that Sonne was a gift from the Almighty which would fulfill all their needs
apart from quenching their thirst.
Shaun would catch plenty of fish which were partly consumed by the family and partly sold at the local market.
As time passed Shane and Sheen grew in age but there was something peculiar about the two children. They
were different from the other children of their age.
Shaun decided to send them to the nearby monastery so that they would learn to read and write.
Shaun would set out early in the morning to catch fish. He would return with the day’s catch and ready his sons
for the monastery and would himself head to the local market. While coming back he would bring the children

from the monastery.
The learned friar of the monastery was quick to realize that the children were not like the other children. They
were at pains to recognize the simple alphabets distinctly. As a result they were totally unable to read or write
the same easily. The friar communicated this to Shaun with great caution and advised him to take the children
to the Bishop of Calais. The Bishop spent most part of the year in a monastery located on the Alps.
It was decided that Shaun along with Shane and Sheen would travel to the mountains to meet the Bishop. It
was a tiresome journey of several days on a horse back.
The three travelled for a week to meet the Bishop. When they met the Bishop, he was in meditation. He slowly
opened his eyes. He was quick to realize the reason of Shaun and his sons’ visit.
The Bishop did not enquire anything but asked Shaun to be his guest for sometime. Shaun politely agreed.
They stayed in the beautiful, cool monastery amidst the snow clad mountains for a few days.
The two children were quick to acclimatize with the scenic surroundings. They seemed happier at the
monastery than they were back home.
Shane made himself comfortable at the stable. He loved the company of tamed animals and found it very
exciting to play with the young mares and calves. He even garnered enough courage to ride upon a young mare
whom he befriended in no time.
Sheen was interested in the work of the craftsmen. He would spend hours gazing them giving shape to the
earthenware of different shapes and sizes. In no time he learned the knack of giving shape to wet clay.
The Bishop was well aware of what was going on at the monastery. In no time the two children had gained in
confidence as they had learned a new thing. Both had grown in self esteem.
Then one day the Bishop called Shaun and very softly told him that his children were the Almighty’s gift for
Artois. He even prophesized that in the near future the two would do wonders for their fellowmen and the
society.

The Bishop went on to say, “the talents of Shane and Sheen were not in learning to read and write but in other
areas.”
“Shane is a brave child and should be encouraged to be a warrior. He should be taught swordsmanship. Sheen
on the other hand had a flair for art and craft. He should be trained to be a painter and later he can learn to
read and write through calligraphy.”
The Bishop gave Shaun a scroll meant for the King of Artois wherein he had mentioned about the hidden
talents of the two boys and his advice for the King to arrange for the further training of the two under Royal
Patronage.
On their return from the mountains Shaun spent no time in approaching the King with the scroll.
King Jean Marie and Queen Sofia had two grandsons. The old king had acceded his administrative powers to
his elder grandson Prince Jerome.
The king personally called Prince Jerome and asked him to take care of all the needs of Shane and Sheen. The
king further ordered that Shane and Sheen were the responsibility of the state and it would bear all their
training expenses.
On hearing this Shaun was very pleased and thanked the Almighty for taking care of his sons.
** The following is a Training given by the Bishop of Calais to Shane and Sheen and is not part of the story but
may be helpful for special educators.
The Bishop was happy that his pupils were ready for life but felt the need for a training in life enabling skills.
On the first day of the training the Bishop stressed on the need for “Self Awareness” and said,
“the unconditional love we get from our parents help us in self acceptance. This helps us to love and feel good
about ourselves. Being successful at friendship, adventure, love and nearly every enterprise we attempt is
largely determined by our self image. People who are confident in their self worth are always successful and
happy.”

On the following day the bishop urged his pupils to inculcate a desire to be the best in whatever they did. This
urge would take them places.
On the third day the Bishop was teaching on the importance of “Problem Solving”. His advice to his new pupils
was,
” to analyse the situation correctly and learn to break down a large problem into parts. In the light of truth and
reason, approaching logically forward, a solution can be found for any problem”.
On a bright sunny fourth day the Bishop was telling the importance of “Decision Making”.
” power of choice is the power that is given to humans only and this makes your potential unlimited if you use
this power wisely for the welfare of one and all.”
The next day the Bishop spoke on Communication, on ways of choosing a slightly different path when it came
to dealing with near and dear ones.
He urged his new wards to knock down old walls of anger and put in a doorway of tenderness – a door that
opens to ENERGISING WORDS, GENTLE TOUCHING and COURAGEOUS FORGIVING.
The Bishop blessed Shaun and his sons and thanked God.
He urged his pupils to rejoice on every new day and not bother about the past. He further added that his pupils
should be aware of their weaknesses.
“The peacock has squawky voice, but an incomparable display of colours. The nightingale has dull feathers, but
can sing a soul stirring song. Likewise you should emphasize on what you can do instead of comparing your
weakness with someone’s strength.”
The urged his wards to pray to God for WISDOM and SELF CONTROL as both were inseparable.
On the last day speaking on managing stress the Bishop said,
“Positive thoughts create around you an atmosphere propitious to the development of positive results and
negative thoughts, negative results.”

This training is inspired from the articles of famous writers in “the answer to happiness, health, fulfillment in
life, the holy bible”.
To be continued…..
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